
  
 

 

The Sacred Flag of Ethiopia and “seleM iwaneZ”…. 

By Negussay Ayele 

 

 

 

*The name rendition—“seleM iwaneZ”--in the title of this article, is a mild metaphor for this 

Ethiopian writer’s  indignation over the sacred  Ethiopian flag held upside down by the ruler of 

the country at a summit event in Kenya (March 2, 2012) in the presence of the heads of states 

of Kenya and South Sudan. That said “seleM iwaneZ” is otherwise known as Meles Zenawi. 

 



The Current Political Syndrome in Ethiopia in Perspective 

The current state of affairs in Ethiopia in the last two decades reminds one of an Ethiopian 

saying in Ethiopic Amarigna….“yeferut yidersal; yetelut yiwersal”—“that which is feared will 

come to pass; he who is loathed will take over.” To those who are close to the action physically 

in Ethiopia or vicariously abroad, the tragic and destructive happenings in the country in recent 

years is, in fact, neither new nor surprising. It is the latest stage of the now hidden, now brazen 

37 years old agenda or desideratum of Meles Zenawi and his TPLF (Tigrean People Liberation 

Front) cadres to do away with Ethiopia and Ethiopianity altogether. The critical question is 

whether we are today in 2012 witnessing the culmination stage of the longstanding campaign 

for the summary politicide by Meles-TPLF of Ethiopian identity, unity, sovereignty, dignity, 

history, liberty, integrity as well as its sacred name — Ethiopia(Itiopia), national lingua 

franca — Geez-Amharic, its cultural heritage, Ethiopian people--especially Amharas and 

Oromos and other smaller units who identify themselves as Ethiopians—Ethiopian 

heroes and heroines and the eternal Ethiopian national flag. The other side of the sinister 

Meles coin is no Ethiopianity, democracy, security, economic prosperity, progress, 

advancement, freedom of expression, national pride, intellectual or academic acuity and no 

justice, no land ownership by Ethiopians, no access to the sea, no Ethiopian patriotism, no 

human rights and no grounds for hope in the future for Ethiopians. To paraphrase the not-so-

late historian, Dr. Aleme Eshete: “Mengistu killed Ethiopians; Meles is killing Ethiopia.”  

Under such circumstances, Ethiopians of any age, livelihood, gender, social status, educational 

pedigree, political suasion, ethnic background or religious persuasion residing in the homeland 

or in the diaspora, it is a shameful and shocking syndrome. After the shock is outlived and 

another stroke averted, the conundrum to ponder and determine for this writer is, whether what 

has been happening is the culmination of business as usual apropos to the long standing 

agenda of Meles-TPLF and Isaiass-EPLF (Eritrean People's Liberation Front) that was launched 

with their joint occupation of Ethiopia and the severing of Eritrea in 1991 or, not yet! 

In the present essay we will not delve into details of the multifarious tentacles of Ethiopia’s 

willed and planned politicide by Meles-TPLF. Our focus is on one of those targets for 

elimination—the sacred flag of Ethiopia. By way of putting Meles’s flag desecration in a fuller 

context and proper perspective, however, some equally consequential issues and campaigns 

can be cited briefly at this time as follows.  

--- Meles’s manifest course of action is trying to do away with the Christian and Islamic faiths 

and thereby shatter the sinews of Ethiopianity and national unity. Through centuries of conflict 

and peaceful coexistence these faiths have defined the culture and history of Ethiopia. Meles 

knows this and he has launched campaigns to control the church and the mosque in Ethiopia by 

stoking religious tensions as well as imposing his nefarious will on the religious institutions. As 

we speak there are campaigns to demolish historic Ethiopian monasteries and to control the 

management of Islamic mosques by the Meles regime. Christians and Muslims are currently 

fighting these measures in tandem under the time tested slogan “For Ethiopians religion is 

personal; our country is for all.” 



---Another tentacle in Meles’s agenda to destroy Ethiopia is his longstanding campaign 

especially against Amharas and Oromo and other selected units who proudly espouse 

Ethiopianity first and ethnic sub-identity next. As Ato Gebremedhin Araya, a longtime leading 

member of Meles’s TPLF, has pointed out in a televised interview from his refuge in Australia 

that doing away with Amharas was always Meles’s number one priority. He had said long before 

TPLF occupied Addis Ababa in 1991 that Meles had said that “TPLF has to eliminate Amharas; 

they will be no use alive and they will be trouble if they survive.” Still, one has to understand that 

a defining character streak of Meles is that he is a crass opportunist. At one point in the late 

1990’s, on the eve of his campaign against his guru, Isaiass Afewerqi of Eritrea he said to a 

large group of mostly Diaspora Ethiopians who had come to help fight an Ethiopian cause, he 

said “the Amhara people did nothing against us (the TPLF) during our 1991 march to Addis 

Ababa. In fact, they fed us and protected us” all the way. In time, the Oromo people who were 

represented by the OLF (Oromo Liberation Front) were also viewed as a threat to TPLF 

hegemony in Ethiopia. So, the campaign against them also ensued—even if initially--the OLF 

was considered an ally to TPLF in the campaign against the Ethiopian military under Colonel 

Mengistu Hailemariam. Then again the people of Gambela in south west Ethiopia have been 

scourged by the Meles regime for the past decade and are currently subjected to evictions from 

their homes and farms and their natural livelihoods to make room for foreign “investors” to 

whom Meles has “leased” or sold their fertile land. At the same time a form of “ethnic cleansing” 

has also been set in motion in the region where thousands of Amhara residents have been 

forcibly removed from their abodes and livelihood. It is important to note here that due to 

recurrent famines in earlier decades in northern Ethiopia large numbers of Tigrean Ethiopians 

were resettled elsewhere in the country. There has been no movement or push to evict them. 

---Meles is bent on trying to do away with Ethiopian history, culture and its heroic figures—

especially Amhara stock Emperors Menyelek and Haile Selassie. Meles and his ilk demonize 

especially Emperor Menyelek who, in 1896 marched into Tigray to save it from being occupied 

by the Italian colonialists as was Eritrea in 1890 during the reign of the Tigrean Emperor 

Yohannes IV of Ethiopia. Emperor Menyelek had the historic victory in Adwa over the Italians on 

March 1, 1896. The Ethiopian victory resounded around the world and became an inspiration for 

other Africans in the continent as well as blacks everywhere fighting for liberty and dignity. But, 

Meles and his ilk in the TPLF demonize and castigate Emperor Menyelek as an Amhara 

“colonialist.” When the TPLF/EPLF occupied Addis Ababa in May 1991, the first thing they 

wanted to do was to demolish or remove the famous Menyelek statue in Addis Ababa—as did 

the Italian Fascists in May 1936. But, the Meles gang quietly gave up its devilish scheme when 

many thousands of mostly Oromo and Amhara Ethiopians marched on foot and on horseback 

from the outskirts of the capital and defied anyone intent on defiling or removing the Menyelek 

statue. And so, it still stands in place.  

The same goes for Emperor Haile Selassie. Despite his efforts to mollify Tigrean regional gripes 

by intermarriage and feudal appointments, Meles and company also castigate him mostly 

because he happened to be of Amhara stock. Meles’s antipathy to Emperor Haile Selassie has 

recently surfaced when Meles made sure that the Ethiopian Emperor’s statue will not be erected 

at African Union headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. He does so despite the Emperor’s 

substantial contributions to African unity in the form of the establishment of the OAU 



(Organization of African Unity) in Addis Ababa in 1963 and his mostly subtle support for the 

struggle for independence in Africa as well as his peacemaking efforts in North Africa, Nigeria 

and even Sudan and other troubled regions of the continent.  

The opportunist Meles had the following monologue on TV invoking Emperor Haile Selassie to 

make the case earlier for Addis Ababa to remain the headquarters of the newly organized AU 

(African Union)—successor to the OAU. He asked, “Who trained Nelson Mandela in the armed 

struggle against apartheid in South Africa?” He gave the answer: Emperor Haile Selassie. And 

to boot, he also added, “Who helped Zimbabwe in its struggle against white minority redoubt?” 

He answered the question: “Mengistu Haile Mariam.” Meles is a wily, spineless character with 

no integrity or abiding principles but whatever tactically serves his purpose at any given point as 

he carries on his mission of destroying Ethiopia and Ethiopianity. He does what he does 

because of his monopoly of deadly force which he has used and will continue to use at will to 

achieve his ends. We shall have more to say on Emperor Haile Selassie in later pages. 

 ---Ethiopian patriotism, unity, truth and intellect are Meles Zenawi’s phobia. His first book in 

Tigrigna in 1987 was not about Ethiopia. It was about Struggles of the Eritrean people, from 

where to where. This writer has depicted Meles’s distorted view of Ethiopia in the title of an 

earlier writing on “Meles Zenawi and EtrhIItorpeIa’’ and related topics on 

http://www.mediaethiopia.com is what he sees and dreams about day and night sitting and 

snoring in Addis Ababa. In the book he writes (p.39 of reprint in 2000) that:  

“At the very time—the last decade of the nineteenth century--when Italian colonialism patched 

together an entity it called Eritrea, the process also made it possible for Ethiopia to be a self-

governing country for the first time.” (Emphasis added and English translation is personal).  

Despite the 1998-2000 “border” war when more Ethiopians/Eritreans were killed than in the 

“thirty year” conflict in the region, Meles and his shadowy guru, Sebhat Nega fulminate and vow 

to do whatever it takes to secure Eritrea’s independence even against Isaiass himself. They 

have not vowed to protect Ethiopia’s sovereignty and integrity. Artificially spawned “border” 

conflicts aside, when have they said the same thing about protecting Ethiopian independence? 

Instead, millennia of Ethiopian history are dismissed by this megalomaniac Meles, to please his 

Eritrean overlords. That is how he started his anti-Ethiopia struggle and that is where he still 

remains frozen in time. Meles/TPLF promulgated a “constitution” with the USSR Constitution 

provision (article 39) recognizing every national unit in Ethiopia “the right to self-determination 

up to and including secession.” Meles knows that this would provide the constitutional 

“legitimacy” not for unity but for disintegration. Needless to say, it is not the United States or 

Canada that have broken up, but the USSR into 15 units, including Russia. Yugoslavia also has 

disintegrated into half a dozen units since 1991, thanks in no small measure to the said 

provision for secession.  

---Meles is allergic to truth in general and truth about Ethiopia, in particular. This aversion to 

truth explains why he targets intellectuals, journalists, activists and political challengers. In 1993 

he--with the odious cooperation of longtime Addis Ababa University President, Dr. Duri 

Mohammed—dismissed 42 top University professors and lecturers without even any charge of 

wrong doing.  Students have been persecuted continuously with deadly force. Meles followed 

http://www.mediaethiopia.com/


this anti-intellectual campaign by zeroing in on the most senior and world renowned surgeon, 

Professor Asrat Woldeyes for two reasons. Professor Asrat opposed the severing of Eritrea and 

he also led the struggle against TPLF’s ethnic cleansing against Amhara Ethiopians by 

establishing an All Amhara People’s Organization. He was arrested, incarcerated and his health 

deteriorated very quickly. He was then sequestered in the very hospital he worked and taught. 

He was in isolation with the door to the room being opened only from outside and isolated from 

family and friends and left to die. When Meles determined that Professor Asrat could not survive 

for long, he was let go abroad. In a May, 1998 interview Professor Asrat noted: 

“I only came to contribute a pail of water in which I put out the fire that was engulfing the whole 

country; that is all I have done. And, certainly there is absolutely nothing I am sorry for about 

what I have done. I am very happy because time is proving me right.” 

Tragically, this great Ethiopian surgeon and one who saved so many lives including EPLF, 

TPLF and other Fs, died in 1999.  

Meles has continued his campaign without letup. After he stole the election in 2005 Meles had 

his goons, nicknamed “Federal Police” go wild and kill at will and at close range anyone who 

protested the theft. In a BBC interview shortly after those horrific events Meles Zenawi was 

confronted with the documented fact that his “Federal Police” had killed 193 innocent and 

unarmed Ethiopian men, women and children who were peacefully protesting against the stolen 

election, while 7 policemen also died. He was asked what he had to say about the matter. He 

said nothing about the 193 slain Ethiopians, but mentioned the matter of the 7 policemen that 

needed redress twice. In another interview he was asked why his policemen did not use rubber 

bullets or use water hoses instead of live bullets. He answered that it was too expensive to do 

that. So, live bullets were cheaper and final for Meles’s ruthless purposes. In a 2010 “election”, 

Meles did not have to steal and kill to “win” an election. He had the field to his TPLF as the 

democratic alternative parties declined to have a déjà vu of what happened in 2005. So, it was 

announced that TPLF or its Trojan horse, EPRDF had “won” an astounding 99.96% of the 

“votes. No wonder Meles scoffs at United States democracy which “does not represent the 

people.” 

---Professor Berhanu Nega had in fact been named the new mayor of Addis Ababa as his 

Coalition for Unity and Democracy (CUD) party had swept all seats in Addis Ababa in the 2005 

election. However, along with dozens of CUD political leaders, journalists and activists were 

herded into the Gulag in Ethiopia called Qaliti prison in the outskirts of the capital. He now leads 

an opposition movement called Ginbot 7. In a recent ESAT interview Dr Berhanu used the 

correct nomenclature befitting the Meles regime in Ethiopia—TOTALITARIAN.  

---Do people know that Ethiopians do not own their own land? Do they know who owns it? 

Meles Zenawi and his inner TPLF circle own it! Gone are the days when a few feudal lords 

owned much of the land as well as the intensive progressive struggles of the youth in Ethiopia 

for “land to the tiller” which was realized after the 1974 popular Revolution. For all intents and 

purposes, since 1991 Meles solely owns the land in Ethiopia. As soon as the TPLF/EPLF 

conquered Ethiopia in May 1991, Meles expanded his Tigray region by taking over land from 

Gonder and Wello but not Eritrea. He gave land to Sudan as payback for El Bashir’s crucial 



support in their cause of toppling Col. Mengistu Haile Mariam. Today, he is doling out acres of 

fertile land as “lease” in Gambela and other regions to the Karaturis, the Alamoudis and others. 

Earlier on he had come up with a weird notion that since everyone no one came to this world 

naked and not with land, there is no natural reason why there is automatic entitlement to land. 

He also made a statement with his characteristic wry smirk that “it is only at the grave of EPRDF 

(the Trojan Horse TPLF) that land can be sold or exchanged in Ethiopia.” 

The Ethiopian people are landless, disenfranchised and completely disarmed. Ethiopians were 

never disarmed in the tenures of Tewodros, Yohannes, Menyelek, Zewditu, Haile Selassie or 

Mengistu.  Even during the Italian Fascist invasion of the 1930’s Ethiopians were not disarmed. 

That is why Ethiopia was able to oust the Fascists within five years of “protracted guerrilla 

warfare” as Chinese leader Mao Tze Tung described it at the time. Today, the post-Cold War 

context of international as well as the regional relations has changed in Northeast Africa.  

However, the most crucial change in Ethiopia that has made it possible for the anti-Ethiopia 

totalitarian occupation regime to remain in power for more than two decades is not leadership, 

constitution, parliament or democracy but the sheer monopoly of deadly force by Meles and his 

goons.  

---Despite all the obfuscating claims of the regime the economic condition of the masses in rural 

and urban Ethiopia is dire and tragic. In the very capital, Addis Ababa, what the economically 

deprived can afford to pay for lunch is not food on a plate but one mouthful by hand called 

gursha.  What used to be paid for a chicken is what was paid for sheep a few years ago. 

Likewise, what one used to pay for a bull a decade or so ago is what is paid for a sheep today. 

Inflation and shortages are rampant. Yet, the totalitarian dictator has the temerity to claim 11% 

or more rate of economic growth in the country despite IMF and other rating agencies figures of 

around 4 and 5 %. Unemployment and underemployment is rampant for Ethiopians. These 

syndromes are not applicable to Meles’s TPLF cadres and lackeys including military and 

“security” elements. In fact, some of the top echelon military and political elites are spending 

millions of dollars to build condos and chateaus while untold numbers of Ethiopians who have 

college education are homeless in the streets. In the countryside, farmers are subject to 

deprivation of farming land and/or fertilizers unless they become members of the TPLF party. 

Ethiopian refugees are being abused, women molested in certain countries and the so-called 

the TPLF “embassies” do nothing to intervene or to alleviate the suffering. 

---The tragicomedy of Meles’s escapades at the expense of the Ethiopian people is multifarious 

and boundless. One of his devilish acts in 2009 was to be perhaps the first third world absolute 

ruler of a poor third world African country, to mimic the big Western powers like the United 

States, Britain and others that are in the direct line of fire from Al Qaeda in legislating an Anti-

Terrorism Proclamation 652 in 2009. He told his “parliament” that the Proclamation was copied 

(plagiarized?) word for word from anti-terrorism legislation in the United States and Europe. In 

point of fact terrorist-in-chief Meles Zenawi launched this proclamation in Ethiopia only to 

“legally” kill, persecute, incarcerate, intimidate and harm Ethiopian political challengers, truth 

tellers, patriots, intellectuals, journalists and democrats. That is exactly what he is doing with it. 

And then there is also another angle to his scheme. It is also to align himself to the anti-

terrorism campaign, especially in the United States to appear a useful mercenary in the “War on 



Terror.” As we have been witnessing in recent months, Meles has used it to muzzle the 

nominally independent press in Ethiopia by charging journalists and political activists as 

“terrorists” and shuffling them between Qaliti jail and his kangaroo courts. Over all, in the past 

few more than 200 journalists have been forced to leave the country—and those are the lucky 

ones.  

---Mention should be made of one other topic in this brief survey of the tentacles of Meles, the 

serpent of Ethiopian destruction. He is not limited to what he can kill or destroy in Ethiopia today 

while he is alive. He is also engaged in burying time bombs that will detonate long after he rots 

away. One such phenomenon is Meles Zenawi’s invasion of Somalia. There is a time-honored 

tradition in Islamic history emanating from Islamic hadith (tradition) in which Prophet Mohamed 

had enjoined his followers not to attack Ethiopians unless they attacked Muslims. This was an 

expression of gratitude for the crucial role the contemporary Ethiopian king who granted refuge 

for the Prophet’s close families and followers until his battle against opponents was won in 622, 

A.D in the Arabian Peninsula. It is also to be noted that the first Muezin of Islam was an 

Ethiopian named Zerah. By and large the Prophet’s injunction was observed ever since. In 

recent years, Ethiopians did not invade Islamic countries, including Somalia. Emperor Haile 

Sellassie did not, despite provocations by Somali irredentists. Neither did Col. Mengistu cross 

the Somali border when pushing back Ziad Barreh’s army from 700 kilometers deep inside 

Ethiopia in its 1977 invasion. Meles Zenawi’s invasion of Somalia in 2006 and again in 2011 is 

widely reported as “Ethiopian” invasion. In point of fact, it is not an “Ethiopian” invasion but the 

same Meles/TPLF gang invasion that has been in place in Ethiopia itself. In point of fact there is 

no Ethiopian government, Ethiopian army or Ethiopian leadership to speak of. It is Meles 

Zenawi and his TPLF occupation force that operates in Somalia in Ethiopia’s name. It is not 

fighting for Ethiopia’s sake or because Ethiopia is attacked by al Shabab. It is doing mercenary 

service on behalf of America’s ‘war on terror’ in the region. It is not Ethiopia that is credited or 

rewarded but the anti-Ethiopia Meles and his regime in power. If a picture tells a thousand 

words, one can take a look at the picture below and see what it says about the cozy relationship 

between Meles Zenawi and the powers that be in Washington, D.C., despite all the human 

rights abuses, the killings, the incarcerations, the terrorizing and muzzling of the free press and 

the myriads of anti-Ethiopia actions by the Meles regime that have been documented in the 

annual Human Rights reports by the US State Department and other organizations.  

 

Desecration of the Eternal Ethiopian Flag by Meles Zenawi 

 

---The flag is a symbol of a people’s identity and their country’s sovereignty. The history of flags 

and pendants goes back to more than 2000 years of human history. Ethiopian folklore claims 

that green-yellow-red in any order, represent rainbow colors on the horizon as a token of God’s 

promise not to flood the earth into extinction. Initially, the color order or sequence changed and 

at times there were other colors added or exchanged also. The Ethiopian flag evolved into its 

current form of green at the top, yellow in the middle and red at the bottom towards the end of 

the 19th Century at a time of concerted European colonialist penetration and occupation of the 



African continent. The core of Ethiopia was defiant to colonial offensives and remained 

independent minus its Red Sea and Indian Ocean coastlines. Throughout the period, the 

Ethiopian tricolor flag was a beacon of dignity, patriotism, hope and perseverance for the people 

and their leaders. As a result of their continuous struggles for their identity and sovereignty, 

Ethiopians have developed a special love and adulation for their sacred national flag. The 

national flag is hoisted in public places with pomp and ceremony and, after the eviction of the 

Italian Fascists in 1941, school children would line up at attention first thing in the morning and 

sing the national anthem as the flag was hoisted. Military cadets graduating as officers undergo 

austere ceremonies vowing to pay any price to uphold the Ethiopian flag under all 

circumstances. One swears to do or not to do by invoking the hallowed Ethiopian flag Likewise, 

one pleads for something in the name of the Ethiopian flag. It decorates and dignifies birthdays, 

weddings, promotions, return of veterans from service. The Ethiopian flag is an icon of freedom, 

dignity and hope for the future. Ethiopian patriots in Eritrea who struggled with the slogan 

“Ethiopia or death” displayed unparalleled devotion and adoration for the Ethiopian flag during 

the Italian occupation of the coastal part of Ethiopia. At one point, an Italian soldato was fed up 

with such sentiments and decided to teach pro-Ethiopia Eritreans an unforgettable lesson. He 

called for a large gathering at a neighborhood. The gathering saw an Eritrean whose upper 

body was tied up to one car facing one way and his lower body tied up to another car facing the 

opposite way. He  made the usual racist fulminations about misplaced love and respect for the 

Ethiopian flag instead of the Italian flag. And then, he told the crowd to watch and see if the 

Ethiopian flag can save this man or anyone against superior Italian power. He then ordered the 

two cars be driven at high speed in opposite directions thereby breaking the live person’s body 

into two halves. Far from being intimidated the crowd went home to uphold their devotion to 

their Ethiopian flag. All the soldato did was to confirm his imbecility and savagery. 

--- What do we find when we scan briefly the case of Meles Zenawi and his TPLF vis-à-vis the 

Ethiopian flag? What we find is that their attitude and behavior leaves no doubt that they share 

the soldato’s view on the Ethiopian flag. It is said that they showed their detestation and fear of 

the Ethiopian flag during their days of armed struggle by using it as a bag for trinkets they were 

carrying. It goes without saying that for a group dedicated to destroying Ethiopia, it cannot be 

expected that they would respect the very symbol of its sovereignty and continuity. When they 

entered Addis Ababa on May 28, 1991 Meles and his gang had taken down the Ethiopian flag at 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs located right across from the Hilton hotel, and hoisted the TPLF 

flag for at least twenty-four hours. Later on, none other than Meles himself uttered that he is 

tired of sound bites about the Ethiopian flag as nothing but Cherq, which accurately translates to 

‘rag.’ There was some discussion in Meles’s megaphone assembly session about objections not 

to the flag itself but what was ‘behind’ it by some, intimating that expansion to parts of 

southeastern and southwestern Ethiopia by northerners was occupation symbolized by the flag. 

In point of fact the TPLF tribalists hate the Ethiopian flag because it is potent. After all that, 

Meles-TPLF found it necessary to retain the green-yellow-red tricolor with its own TPLF emblem 

embossed at the center. If one thought that there was a fundamental change of attitude by 

Meles/TPLF on the Ethiopian flag, one would be mistaken. In 2008, during their annual TPLF 

fiunding celebrations in Tigray the issue surfaced once again. The Ethiopian flag covering some 

load or trash on a donkey-driven cart was paraded to the delight of capobanda Meles and his 



TPLF henchmen. His delight was visible by the typical wry smile at the denigration of the 

Ethiopian flag. 

 

 

 

---That said, readers recall from previous pages, can recall the flippant and opportunistic 

character of Meles on any matter. For whatever reason, Meles had a volte-face on the Ethiopian 

flag in 2009. He decided to issue a formal Proclamation # 654/2009 on the Ethiopian flag or, as 

he called it “the Flag of the Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.” Even a “National Flag Day” was 

proclaimed for the first time in history. 

Article 23 of the Proclamation has 11 prohibited activities or display of the flag. Among these 

prohibitions are (subarticle 6)  

“to prepare or use the Flag without the proper order of its colors.” Article 24 lists penalties for 

infringements to the provisions of Article 23. Sub-article 1 prohibits any display of the Flag 

without the TPLF regime emblem as “punishable with a fine up to 3000 birr or with rigorous 

imprisonment up to one year.” What this means is that it is illegal for Ethiopians or Rastafarians 

and others to display, carry or hoist the basic eternal Ethiopian tricolor flag without the TPLF 

emblem.  This in itself is patently wrong. The official use of the flag with emblem at formal 

events and governmental flagpoles by changing regimes is one thing. Denying or illegitimizing 

the fundamental right of Ethiopians to hold, display or wear the tricolor (green at the top-yellow 

in the middle and red at the bottom) vintage and sacred Ethiopian flag is an illegitimate 

infringement that even the Italian fascists did not attempt to require. This has to be scrapped 

yesterday already. It cannot and should not stand one more day. It is unprecedented, unneeded 

and illegitimate fascistic trash verbiage. Its only use to the Meles regime is psychological 



warfare against Ethiopians qua Ethiopians and making money on the flag. Only in Ethiopia do 

we witness a ruler calling the country’s flag nothing but a rag one day and then penalize citizens 

3 to 5000 birr and up to one year in prison if seen holding or flying the basic Ethiopian flag 

unofficial and private or social occasions without the TPLF emblem. The TPLF emblem will be 

done with at anytime as was Emperor Haile Selassie’s and the Derg’s emblems, but the basic 

and eternal tricolor Ethiopian Sendeq Alama, that is flag. It is not the chaging emblem that 

defines the flag but the enduring flag that hosts the emblem. No citizen should be forced to hold 

or otherwise exhibit the Ethiopian flag only with the TPLF emblem. 

---The Ethiopian tricolor of green, yellow and red represents life and fertility, faith and hope as 

well as patriotism and shedding of blood for the father/mother land. Ethiopians are duly proud of 

their country and their flag because their independent history and their flag as its symbol have 

always meshed naturally—five years of temporary five years of Italian occupation in the 1930’s 

notwithstanding. As a result Africans and other black people everywhere have clang to the 

Ethiopian flag as a beacon rallying symbol and struggle for their rights and freedoms. Truthful 

historians have honored and hailed Ethiopia’s successful struggles against racism, colonialism 

and imperialism. Ethiopia’s decisive anti-colonial victory against Italy in Adwa in 1896 awakened 

and empowered much of the black world from Africa to America and the Caribbean. As can be 

seen below, the Ethiopian flag which the Meles/TPLF rag tag guerrillas have been maligning 

and trashing for so long is today the inspiration for the national flags of no less than 28 countries 

in Africa and the Caribbean-Latin America regions. This includes 11 countries with creative 

tricolor shapes of the green, yellow and red colors with respective emblems plus 17 countries 

using the three colors plus other colors. The latter group includes Eritrea and South Sudan. 

There is no other flag that has been adopted in like manner in the world.   
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Before we close this segment on the flag let us make some civilized rejoinder to ruler Meles 

about his shameful display of the Ethiopian flag hoisted on a pole and held with both hands with 

the colors upside down—to wit, red on top, yellow and then green at the bottom at an 

international ceremony in Lamu, Kenya on March 3, 2012 in the presence of the heads o States 

of Kenya and South Sudan. This is at least a year and a half after Meles/TPLF issued the 

Proclamation on the Ethiopian Flag. Meles is not a two year old child who is given something 

he/she knows nothing about to hold. He is about 57 years old and he has been the ruler of the 

well-known country called Ethiopia. He is representing Ethiopia--country that has been under his 

fist for over 20 years. He has grown up and had some schooling and fought in Ethiopia for over 

forty years and he has been seeing the flag off and on all his life--even though he detests it. And 

as recently as August 2009 he bellowed a proclamation on the Ethiopian flag. He is an adult and 

reputed to be clever. He is an absolute dictator and nobody risks embarrassing or playing 

games with him like handing him an upside down “Ethiopian” flag and then laugh behind his 

back. So, why did Meles hold the Ethiopian flag upside down while heads of states of Kenya 

and South Sudan are hoisting their respective flags properly? Finally, how is it that a little more 

than four months after the shameful episode, he or someone in his regime did not apologize to 

the Ethiopian people? Likewise, since the despicable act unbecoming of a “head” of State has 

flouted his own law in the 2009 Flag Proclamation Article 23 sub-article 6 which states: to 

prepare or use the Flag without the proper order of its colors and size or its Emblem>” Well, 

who is responsible for the desecration of the Ethiopian flag and called to serve their time unless 

he or some other fall guy in the embassy in Kenya will own up to the scandalous act? This writer 

would like to hazard an old man’s advice to Meles. There is another angle to the reversed 

Ethiopian flag. The red on top, yellow middle and green at bottom is basically the flag of another 

sovereign country, Bolivia. It would be childish to give up your own distinctive and historic flag 

color design by changing it to a design that to another country. When Kwame Nkrumah adopted 

Ghana’s flag in 1957, he reversed the order of the colors and added a black star at the center—

a hark back to Marcus Garvey. 



This writer hereby offers a word of advice to Meles and his ilk on proper respect to the Ethiopian 

flag.  Do not try to do what you did in Lamu, Kenya in the presence or company of Rastafarians. 

They are a very peaceful people, but they will not let the Ethiopian and rasta flag be desecrated. 

If you want to see unparalled passion and reverence for the Ethiopian flag go attend a rasta 

groundation day or niyabinghi celebration. 

---Let us wind up our discussion on the sacred Ethiopian flag and “seleM iwaneZ” or Meles 

Zenawi and his avowed mission to destroy Ethiopia. An aspect of this mission is what transpired 

recently when a new Chinese built headquarters of the African Union was opened for business 

in Addis Ababa. Until the event there was no public discussion or knowledge as to who the 

hero/heroes would be honored with their image/images in the premises. One wonders, why not! 

All of a sudden, there is a statue of Osagyefo Kwame Nkrumah. There is no doubt president 

Nkrumah deserves the honor. What boggles the mind is, given the origin and history of the OAU 

from which the AU sprouted, why did Meles and/or any other responsible person/s keep the 

process of identifying one or two living or deceased African leaders to be recognized by statues 

secret literally until the final ceremony? There is no transparency in the process and that makes 

it questionable. More importantly, what positive, negative or neutral role did Meles play to block 

out Emperor Haile Selassie, declared “the father of African Unity” by his OAU peers. Addis 

Ababa is the capital of Ethiopia. Perhaps Meles considers the African Union and its premises 

sold or leased like Karaturi land in Gambela and whose statue is placed there is not up to him to 

decide.  

Although one could speculate for ever along these lines, what has transpired actually fits in with 

Meles’s design to do away with Ethiopian history and dignity. Along with his escapades on the 

Ethiopian flag, this is another dimension of his ant-Ethiopia campaign. He and his ilk do not 

want to see the image of Haile Selassie at African Union in his own country and capital city 

where the OAU was born and continued for nearly four decades. Its successor body-- the 

African Union--is a visible symbol of Ethiopia’s and Emperor Haile Selassie’s unparalleled 

contribution to Africa’s struggle for independence and unity. For the record, Emperor Haile 

Selassie and President Kwame Nkrumah had very cordial relations. Had they been alive both 

each have nominated the other. In fact, if only one image only to represent the struggle for 

African Unity, there is no doubt that Kwame Nkrumah would have insisted to give deference to 

Emperor Haile Selassie. While a student in the United States Nkrumah personally identified with 

Ethiopia in its fight against Fascist Italy. When he called the first Conference of Independent 

African States in 1958 the Emperor sent his youngest son, Prince Sahle Selassie as Head of an 

Ethiopian delegation. He also sent a message to the conference which concluded “We pray that 

Almighty God will bless the Conference with strength and wisdom and crown its efforts with 

success.” As early as 1958 the Emperor also managed to attract the United Nations’ attention 

and make Addis Ababa the headquarters of the United Nations Economic Commission for 

Africa. It was in its Africa Hall that the 1963 Conference of African Heads of States took place to 

launch the OAU. In 1962 Emperor Haile Selassie participated in the Lagos Summit of 

Independent African States (virtually all being Monrovia group members) broached the political 

fractures of African groups into the Monrovia, Brazaville and Casablanca blocks. He pointed out 

that as far as Ethiopia was concerned saying “Ethiopia considers herself a member of one 

group only—the African group.” The Emperor also proposed the formation of an Organization of 



African States at the 16th session of the United Nations and stated that Ethiopia  has ”fully 

identified herself with the PAN-African Movement.”The Emperor’s crowning accomplishment to 

the cause of African Unity was hosting the May 1963 summit Conference of African States in 

Addis Ababa. In his substantial address to the Conference on May 25, 1963 he said: 

Let us not put off, to later consideration and study, the single    act, the one decision, which 

must emerge from this gathering ifitis to have real meaning. This Conference cannot close 

without adopting a single African Charter. 

In the event, the OAU Charter was adopted and signed by all the participants. Without going 

into matters of cost of the conference and Ethiopian lead in drafting the OAU Charter, the 

Emperor’s contributions to the cause of African Unity which eventually led to the formation of the 

African Union is formidable. It is this historical Ethiopian fact that Meles cannot endorse 

because it militates against his anti-Ethiopia phobia. He has already failed to remove Emperor 

Menyelek’s statue. He does not want a Haile Selassie statue in Addis Ababa that Ethiopians 

identify with and draw inspiration from. Although the annual OAU conference was slated to meet 

at different capitals, most of the heads of state preferred to meet in extra hospitable venue in 

Addis Aaba. The Emperor is also perhaps the most travelled head of state within Africa. He also 

took initiatives and answered calls for intra African conflict situations. Is there any country in 

Africa or elsewhere which had this kind of leader and squash the chance of perpetuating such 

proud memory with a statute? 

So, capobanda Meles, in line with the set of questions and scenarios noted in the earlier 

segment on the your behavior vis-à-vis the Ethiopian flag which you love to hate, here are some 

questions on the matter of the missing statue of Ethiopian Emperor Haile Selassie—whom you 

also hate-- at the AU headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. When somebody tried to coax you 

to answer the question of why the Emperor’s statue was missing in the very country and capital 

city where the OAU was born and, after nearly forty years it begat the AU you evaded the 

question—as usual-- by saying that Kwame Nkrumah was endorsed overwhelmingly. The 

questions to you include the following:  

What were the criteria of selection for being worthy of being recognized for such honor?  

What were the procedures for selecting the proper candidate?  

Was the search for one person or for more than one? 

Was the process of selection transparent or opaque? 

Did you object to the process being transparent? 

As the new sheriff in Addis Ababa, what was your personal role in nominating, voting on, 

endorsing or vetoing the process? 

Did you consider apologizing to the Ethiopian people about the case? 

You owe it to your subjects to come clean on the matter—if you can! 



 

As we close the article on “The Sacred Ethiopian flag and selem iwanez (Meles Zenawi) it 

remains for this writer to say that the matter of the missing statue of Emperor Haile Selassie at 

AU headquarters in Addis Ababa is not a dead issue. It is up to not just all Ethiopians but all 

Africans as well as others who stand for justice and equity to explore avenues and modalities 

restore what is right. Setting up a committee and network to study the case and workout 

procedures to reach appropriate channels and authorities to redress and restore Emperor Haile 

Selassie’s indisputable well deserved recognition for his singular and devoted contribution to 

African Unity. 

May Almighty God forgive us our sins and redeem Ethiopia.  

 



 

 
 

1. This writer first came across the devastating image of the Ethiopian flag held with the 

colors upside down by the occupation despot, Meles Zenawi himself, at an international 

event in Kenya.  It was posted on www.zehabesha.com by an Ethiopian affairs blogger, 

Abbe Tokichaw—3/3/12.  

http://www.zehabesha.com/

